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"Many cultivated planes important for food and income in developing countries arose in

tropical forests." A number of these plants are the subjects of this book, grouped into

"Beverage and confectionery crops" (e.g., coffee, cacao); "Major fruits" (e.g., mango, citrus,

pineapple); "Regional fruits" (e.g., durian, rambutan); "Rubber, oils, and resins" (e.g., oil

palm, tropical pines); "Daily bread" (e.g., bananas, breadfruit); "Fuelwood, fodder, and

woody grasses" (leucaena and bamboo); "Spices and natural food colorants" (e.g., clove,

these crops are history, evolution, domestication, spread, genetic resources, gene pools, gene

crop. Additional chapters discuss the search for new plants to domesticate and the need for

andstrategie; 5 of cons ervation. Most entries ir .the50-pa ge list of "References"

(largely from the 198 Os).Thebookisillustra, ack-and-white photo;

drawings anc 1 is well indexed.— >/.« W. Tk eret.

National Reseaf LCH Council. 1993. Vetiver Grass. A Thin (

against Erosion. (ISBN 0-309-04269 -0, pbk). Nations

Press, Washington, DC. No pr. ice given .171pp.

Vetiver, V. ntveria : zizaniotdes, has long bei ;n cultivat :ed as the source of e

vetiver used i nperfu s also a gn iss of much promise f

soil erosion ir treas is being increasing! Hedges of this deep-t

densely cespi tLpla' ms" strong enough to

Although its hedge plant IS not new, it has rece


